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Receiving a settlement after a serious
accident can feel like the end of a
long and difficult chapter.

Medical treatment, insurance negotiations, and months of
uncertainty may finally be behind you. But the decisions
you make after receiving a settlement check can shape your
financial future for years to come.

A moment that’s supposed to feel like relief often comes
with a new question:

“Okay. Now what?”

No one really prepares you for this part. While there’s no
single “right” way to spend your settlement, there are smart
ways to think about it to ensure that your settlement truly
supports your recovery and protects your future.

From our team here at Diamond Injury Law, here is your
guide to making it count.
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For many, the accident put life on pause. It's common to feel pressure to immediately pay
debts or make large purchases. Give yourself time to evaluate your financial priorities and
long-term needs. If finances allow, using a small portion of your settlement to visit family or

step away for a bit isn’t irresponsible. It’s restorative.

Emotional closure and a much-needed psychological reset.
Hospitality and wellness experts can help you find the right

environment to heal.
Travel injuries or spending spikes can undo your financial and physical progress.

Eliminating "wealth-eroding" debt like credit cards or high-interest loans creates immediate

breathing room in your monthly budget.

Massive relief and stabilized monthly cash flow.
Financial Planners or CPAs can help you prioritize which debts to pay first.

: Don’t liquidate your total flexibility. Ensure you keep your emergency reserves intact.

Additionally, healthcare providers, insurers, or government programs may have reimbursement

rights. Resolving these obligations properly is an important part of finalizing your recovery.

Investing in your body now reduces long-term physical degeneration.
Physicians and Rehab Specialists.

: Avoid "over-treatment” by ensuring all care is medically necessary.
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4. Fund a Dedicated Emergency Reserve

Turn that settlement into a shield. Setting aside 3-6 months of expenses replaces the fear of
the "next" accident with total control.

THE DIAMOND WAY

 Opportunity: Financial security replaces the "survival mode" of the last few months.
 Seek Counsel: Wealth Advisors or Fiduciaries.

. Risk:Idle cash can invite impulsive spending; keep it structured and separate.

5. Consult a Financial Planner or CPA

Settlement money is different from earned income. Professional guidance ensures the money
does what it's supposed to: support you. Depending on the size of the settlement, speaking
with a financial professional can help protect and manage the funds responsibly.
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 Opportunity: Expert structure replaces guesswork and DIY stress.

. Seek Counsel: Fiduciaries (who have a legal duty to act in your best interest).

. Risk: Avoid commission-driven advice from "Consumer Advocates" who sell products

rather than plans. Don't assume every financial advisor understands injury settlements.

Continue reading to stay one step ahead of
the common mistakes that devalue a case.
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v The Diamond Way:

Visibility invites opinions and pressure. Keeping your financial circumstances private is a
form of security.

THE DIAMOND WAY
. Opportunity: Maintains privacy and protects your personal relationships.
. Seek Counsel: Privacy Experts or trusted Legal Advisors.

. Risk: Friends and "opportunists" often appear with “ideas” once money is known.

A settlement is meant to compensate for injuries, medical treatment, lost income, and future

needs. Spending too quickly can undermine the financial protection the settlement was
intended to provide.

This money represents your pain, your time, and your struggle. Treating it like a "lottery win"
leads to careless use.

THE DIAMOND WAY
V1 Opportunity: Treating it as a "Foundation" stabilizes your entire future.

| Seek Counsel: Psychologists or Life Coaches can help you reframe your relationship with
the money.

o Risk:"Lifestyle creep" can make the money disappear before you even realize it's gone.

Emotion peaks when the check arrives. Buying a new vehicle or luxury item too fast can lock in regret.

THE DIAMOND WAY

Opportunity: Waiting ensures your choices are made with clarity, not adrenaline.
. Seek Counsel: Financial Coaches or your "Sober Second Thought" (a trusted friend).

. Risk:Impulse spending converts your permanent cash into a depreciating loss.
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4. Don't Loan or Gift Money Without Structure

You'll be tempted to help others, but good intentions rarely survive vague terms or "handshake"
deals.
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. Opportunity: Protects your capital while still allowing for structured generosity.
. Seek Counsel: Attorneys or Financial Advisors.

. Risk: Strained relationships, unrecoverable losses, and future resentment.

5. Don't Ignore Potential Tax Implications

While many injury settlements are tax-free, specific portions (like interest or lost wages)

might carry consequences.
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v Opportunity: Prevents "The IRS Surprise" next April.

Vv Seek Counsel: CPAs or Tax Attorneys.

v Risk: Unexpected liabilities can pop up months after the money is spent.

BONUS TIP: The Power of the "Pause"

Before making any major decisions, take a moment. Talk things through. Make sure your
settlement is doing what it’s supposed to do: helping you move forward, not creating new stress
down the line.
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. Opportunity: Integration and total mental clarity.

W Seek Counsel: Attorneys and Therapists.

. Risk: Momentum lost can become stagnation, but momentum rushed can become a

mistake.
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A Final Thought from Diamond Injury Law

Receiving a settlement after an accident often marks the end of a long and difficult chapter.
By the time the process concludes, most people are ready to move forward and focus on

rebuilding their lives.
Taking a moment to approach your recovery thoughtfully can make a meaningful difference.

A settlement is not simply a check. It represents recognition of what you have endured and

provides an opportunity to restore stability after a challenging time.

At Diamond Injury Law, we believe the value of a case is not measured only by the settlement
amount, but by how that recovery helps support your health, security, and future. Like a
diamond, the true value of a claim is often revealed through careful evaluation and
thoughtful decisions made after the case concludes.

We hope the guidance helps you navigate this next phase with confidence and clarity.
If questions arise as you consider your next steps, please know that reaching out for guidance
is always appropriate. Even after a case concludes, we are happy to help former and

prospective clients better understand the options available to them.

Thank you for taking the time to read this guide.

Wishing you continued recovery and stability ahead.” .
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Warm regards,
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